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1, A method of conducti^fg electronic 
erce, the method comprising: 

opening a user account ^ith a vendor for a 

user ; 

issuing one or more eli^ctronic tokens from 
the vendor to the user, and adding the one or more 
electronic tokens issued by th^ vendor to the user 
account; 

providing products ^nd services that may be 
purchased through the vendor/ wherein prices for the 
products and services are lysted in units of electronic 
tokens; 

permitting the u^er to select a subset of the 
products and services for /purchase ; 

computing a toual price for the selected 
subset of the products a/id services in units of 
electronic tokens ; and 

if the user Account contains electronic 
tokens having a value /equal to or greater than the 
total price, permittomg the user to purchase the 
selected subset of t/ie products and services, and 
subtracting the totil price from the user account. 



The method of claim 1, wherein issuing 
one or ^ore el^^tronic tokens from the vendor to the 
user comprises pe^l^tting the user to purchase the one 
or more electronic tb^k:ens from the vendor. 



3. The method olSvclaim 2, wherein 
permitting the user to purchases^he one or more 
electronic tokens from the vendor^somprises permitting 
the user to conduct an on-line transa^ion using a 
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credit/ card to purchase the one or more electronic 
tokenk . 

\ 4. The method of claim 2, wherein 
permitting the user to purchase the one or more 
electronicX tokens from the vendor comprises permitting 
the user toXconduct an off-line transaction to purchase 
the one or mor-e electronic tokens, 

5. T^he method of claim 4, wherein 
permitting the uster to conduct an off-line transaction 
to purchase the on^ or more electronic tokens comprises 
permitting the userXto use a purchase order to purchase 
the one or more electronic tokens, 

6. The method of claim 4, wherein 
permitting the user to conduct an off-line transaction 
to purchase the one or mo\e electronic tokens comprises 
permitting the user to request to be billed for the one 
or more electronic tokens. \ 

7. The method of cl\im 4, wherein 
permitting the user to conduct aX off-line transaction 
to purchase the one or more electronic tokens comprises 
permitting the user to use phone, faix, mail, or e-mail 
to purchase the one or more electronaSc tokens. 

8. The method of claim 4, wherein 
permitting the user to conduct an off-liire transaction 
to purchase the one or more electronic tokens comprises 
permitting the user to purchase electronic ^kens 
without using a credit card. \ 
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9\ The method of claim 1, wherein issuing 
the one' or itifere electronic tokens comprises setting a 
price for theNpne or more electronic tokens, the price 
determined by the vendor. 



10. Thev method of claim 1, wherein opening a 
user account with aXvendor comprises registering the 
user with the vendor. 

11. The metho^ of claim 10, wherein 
registering the user with \he vendor comprises 
recording personal information about the user in a 
database maintained by the vendor. 

12. The method of clam 11, wherein 
registering the user with the vendof comprises 
acquiring personal information about\the user through 
off-line communications 

13. The method of claim 10, wl^rein opening 
a user account with the vendor further comWises 
issuing a predetermined minimum number of electronic 
tokens to the user, 

14. The method of claim 1, further 
comprising issuing additional electronic tokens td^ the 
user . 



15, The method of claim 14, wherein issuing 
additional electronic tokens to the user comprises 
permitting the user to purchase additional electronic 
tokens if the user account does not contain enough 
electronic tokens to cover the total price of the 
selected subset of products and services. 
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16. The method of claim 14, wherein issuing 
additional electronic tokens to the user comprises 
permitting tha user to purchase additional electronic 
tokens throughXan on-line transaction using a credit 
card, without do^srupting a process of selecting 
products and services. 



17. TheVethod of claim 1, further 
comprising displaying a number of available electronic 
tokens in the user acdtount on a computer screen. 

18. The meth<3d of claim 1, wherein providing 
products and services thaH: may be purchased through the 
vendor comprises providingX software to be purchased or 
rented in exchange for electronic tokens. 

19. The method of c^laim 18, wherein 
providing software to be purchased or rented comprises 
providing software that is rented for a limited time, 

20. The method of claiit\l8, wherein 
providing software to be purchased br rented comprises 
providing software that is rented fo3^ a limited number 
of uses. 

21. The method of claim 18, v^erem 
providing software to be purchased or renNted comprises 
providing software that is rented for processing a 
given task for a specific number of times 



22, The method of claim 18, whereii 
providing software to be purchased or rented fiirther 
comprises permitting the user to extend the software 
rental in exchange for electronic tokens. 
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??\ ^ 23, The method of claim 18, wherein 
providing soM:ware to be purchased or rented further 
comprises perirfitting the user to convert rental 
software to purchased software in exchange for 
electronic tokens^ 



24. The m^hod of claim 18, wherein 
providing software to E\e purchased or rented further 
comprises determining ir\a selected software program is 
already installed on a user's computer, downloading and 
installing the selected sofVware program if the 
selected software program isViot already installed on 
the user's computer, and sendrng an authorization code, 
without downloading the selecteCi software program, if 
the selected software program isV^^^^^^y installed on 
the user's computer. 

25. The method of claim iX further 
comprising transferring electronic toK^ns from the user 
to a second user. 



26. The method of claim 1, whervein providing 
products and services that may be purchaseds. through the 
vendor comprises listing products and services for sale 
by one or more users of a Web site maintained\by the 
vendor . 

^ 2//. A server of^erated by a vendor that 
;s products for s^e or rental through a network, 
the server comprising: 

a network interface through which the server 
communicates with aynaser over the network; 
a databa/fee; 
a memojfy; 




a processor that executes so/tware stored in 
the memory, the software including one or more 
programmed routines, the programmed j/outines 
comprising: / 

a registration routine thfet opens a user 
account in the database for the u^r; 

an electronic token salye routine that issues 
one or more electronic tokens fr/m the vendor to the 
user, and adds the one or more Electronic tokens to the 
user account; / 

a display routine th4t displays the prices of 
the products in units of electronic tokens; 

a selection routine that permits the user to 
select a subset of the prod/cts for purchase, a total 
price of the subset of the/products being computed in 
units of electronic tokenar; and 

a purchase routrine that determines if the 
user account contains electronic tokens having a value 
equal to or greater th^ the total price, and if so, 
subtracts the total price from the user account. 



